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series of brilliant expedients and will overcome
them in the end.

By careful persistence, kept strictly within our
strength and following the spirit of our theories,
we were able eventually to reduce the Turks to
helplessness, and complete victory seemed to be
almost within pur sight when General Allenby
by his immense stroke in Palestine threw the
enemy's main forces into hopeless confusion and
put an immediate end to the Turkish war. We
were very happy to have done with all our pains,
but sometimes since I have felt a private regret
that his too-greatness deprived me of the oppor-
tunity of following to the end the dictum of Saxe
that a war might be won without fighting battles.
It was an irony of fate to entrust this side-show
of a side-show, with Its opportunity of proving
or disproving the theory, to an outsider like myself,
not qualified technically to make the best of It.
I would have given so much to show that Saxe was
the greatest master of his kind of war, but now
all I can say is that we worked by his light for
two years, and the work stood. This is a prag-
matic argument that cannot be wholly derided.

Unfortunately our campaigns lacked a historian
as much as an executant. Now that I try to write
down what we did, and why, some of our principles

132